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A familiar 


DISCOURSE, 


Between George 4 true- bearted Engliſh Gen- 
tleman, and Hans a Dutch Merchant, con- 


cerning the preſent Affairs of England. 


Ell met, Myn Heer Has, my 
old acquaintance; but 
why ſo God. 1 pray thee ? 
Hans. Yonker George [ 
am heartily glad to meet 
with fo —_ a friend, to 
whom I may ſafely impart my thoughts. a'd dif- 
cover the ground of my ſadneſs. I pray let me 
give you a glaſs of wine, that we may have but 
one half hours diſcourſe together. 

G, With all my heart, Hans ; and Fſhall give 
you another, | 

H, I will tell you, George, Coming lately out 
of Holland, 1 hive dovn ack Praurer Fa lee _ 
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George. 
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ſo great animoſities, and preparations for wa 
againſt my Countrey-men, who are your bre- 
- DA of the ſame Reformed Religion, and there. 
fore py (as I ever judged) to be cloſely 
Leagued together againſt our common Enemies, 
who, like ſo many Lions, watch for an opportuni- 
ty to devour us both, 

G. Indeed, Hans, ir isthe Intereſt of every Na- 
tion, to fortifie themſelves againſt their Enemies : 
but what if we cannot perceive a greater and 
more dangerous Enemy.to our Nation,then your 
Countrey-men ? 

H. I hope, George, you will never beable to 
makethat appear. 

G. Yes, Hens, that hath ſufficiently appeared 
to all underſtanding men above theſe fifty years; 
and [ have oft heard old States-men ſay long ago, 
That by our great aſliſtance, and too long fa- 
vouring the Hollander againſt the Spaniard, we 
ſhould breed up a Serpent in our boſome, that at 
length might devour us, and that the Hollander 
would be one day ſuch a Thorn in our fides, that 
would hardly ever be plucked out, 

H, Good George, what were thoſe great favours 
and aſſiſtances that we have received from the 
Engliſh, for T am not old enough to remember, nor 
am I much converſant in Hiſtory 

G. I will then reckon up to you ſome of them, 
Firſt, whilſt you were all Heathens,one #l/ibrod, 
a holy zealous Eneliſb-wan, by his great pains, 
and hazard of his life, firſt planted the Chriſtian 
Religion 
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Religion amongſt you. Longafter, when you 


were all overwhelmed with _the Superſtitions of 
Rowe,and began to deſire a Reformation. and for 
that were ſorely perlecuted by the 8pariſb Inqui- 
tion, infomuch that five thouſand famihies left 
their houſes, and fled out of the Countrey 3 this 
our Nation received moſt of them, appointed 
Churches for them, and allowed them many-no- 
ble priviledges here, : 

H. Theſe indeed were great Civilittes, and we 
ought never to forget them. 

G. I pray, Hans, donot interrupt me, for Ican 
reckon diversmore, and thoſe very conſiderable. 
I the year 1585, whenthe Spaniard preſled your 
Countrey very (ore on every fide, that you began 
tobe in a moſt deſperate condition, Englandtook 
pity upon them, took them into protection, ſent 
over to their afliſtance 5009 Foot, and 1000 
Horſe, lent them great ſums of money, obtained 
great aidsfor them from the then Prince EleQor 
Palatine, removed the grett Staple of 'Erglifh 
Cloth from Antwerp toDelft in, Holland, which oc- 


calioned the great wealth, and many fair Bunld- - 


ings there to be ſeen at this day, Then the Engliſh 
protefted yourCountrey-men in their Navigation 
and Trade, gave them particular Licenſes to Filh 
in the Britiſh Seas, and encouraged them every 


where abroad, whilſt the Flower of the Engliſh 
Nobility and Geatry, ſpent their bloud, and loſt 
their yes in your Countrey at home, jndefence 
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thereof, 
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H. Theſe indeed were very fignal favours, and 
and we ſhould bethe moſt unworthy wretches in 
the world, if we (tiould not for ever acknow. 
ledgethem upoa all occaſions. 

G. Yes,Hans, you fhallfee anon how they were 
requited : but I have not yet done with the 
kindneſles multiplied by the Engliſh upon the 
Dutch. | 

When the enraged Spaniards ſaw, that by the 
valour and powertul afliſtance of the Engl his 
Forces and Moneys were moſt unſuccelsfully 
waſted and conſumed, he ſent fifty thouſand old 
Souldiers out of his other Dominions inta Fla; 
ders, to devour the Hollanders at once : Hereup- 
on the Engliſblent over anſwerable Forces, with 
Moneysto maintain them; for they maintained at 
one time, as credible Authors report, fourty thous 
ſand Horſe and Foot there, inthe ſervice of the 
United Provinces, inſomuch that not long after, 
when we perceived plainly that you thrived and 
grew rich by the Wer, and we grew poorer eve J 
day 3 about the latter end of Queen Flizabet 
Reign we began to think of withdrawing of our 
Forces, and demand the ſums of Money whichthe 
Hollander had borrowed, with promiſe of paiment 
thereof to us induetime, which was in all above 
twenty hundred thoaſand pounds Sterling, 
a Debt we find not ever yet diſcharged: belides 
which mighty Sum, it was computed before the 
coming in of King James, that we had ſpent upon 


them 1n ſetting forth Fleets, and other Gus 
or 
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for your ſakes, above one Million of money, and 
foft in that -—wx gon w_ EE 
thouſand Engliſo-wmens lives. King 5 after- 
ward conſidering the Premiffes, refuſed to afliſt 
them any longer : and not Tong after, obſerving 
how inſolent the Hollander was grown, he iſſued 
out a Proclamation, wherein His Majeſty de- 
clared, That ſince His Majeſtiesgreat Indulgence 
had given occaſion to His Neighbours, to en- 
croach upon His Regalities, to queſtion His 
Right, to wrong and _ daily His Subjets in 
their Trade of Fiſhing, ſo as they were conſtrain- 
edto abandon that Trade, whereby it came to 
,that divers of His Sea-towns were depopu- 
and decayed, the number of Sea-men daily 
diminiſhed, which was of high conſequence and 
im to this Nation, conſidering how much 
the ſtrength, and wealth, and ſecurity thereof 
conliſteth mn the power of Shipping, and uſe of 
Navigation : Therefore thathis expreſs pleaſure 
was, That no Foreigner, of what Nation ſoever, 
ſhould be permitted to Fiſh” upon any of the 
Coaſtsof Great Britain and Ireland, and any of the 
Iles adjacent, without expreſs leave firſt obtained 
of His Majeſty. 

Notwithſtanding all this, your Countrey-mers 
m a ſhort time after grew ſo haughty and info- 
lent, as not . onely to continue their encroach- 
ments ©n ofr Coaſts, butart length to conteſt with 
that peaceable King, and down-right to claim a' 
Right to what they demanded, and though His 
Majeſty 


[8] 
Majeſty did then, by His Commiſſioners and Am 
baſladors, condeſcend to debate that antient 
Right of England with them, and conjure them 
not any longer to provoke him by infringing His 
Rights, which He and all His Anceſtors had ever 
enjoyed without the leaſt interruption : Yet did 
your Countrey-men abuſe His great patience b 
artificial delays, pretences, ſhifts, dilatory ad. 
dreſſes and evaſive anſwers. And though they 
were at length brought to acknowledge the Do- 
minion of the Britiſh Seas to be the Right of the 
Crown of Erneland, yet then confiding in their 
greatly encreaſed Strength at Sea, they ſoon after 
invaded this Prerogative with more inſolence 
then before, as may be ſeen in the printed Letters 
which paſſed berween Secretary Nawnton then at 
IWhite-hall, and Sir Dudley Carlton,then that Kings 
Ambaſſador at the Hage. 

H. Truly, George, if thefe things wereſo, it is 2 
wonder, that King did not then [rake out intoan 
open War with us. 

G, He had certainly reaſon enough ſo todo, 
when I have told you that which Thad almoſtfor. 
got. When the Engl; had firſt ſetied a Trade in 
the Faſt- Indies, for ſome years, and fetled divers 
Factories there, they did not refuſe to permit 
your Countrey-men to Trade by them as much 
as they pleaſed. . But thoſe wretched people en- 
creaſing in wealth, and at length percervingrheit 
ſtrength to be greater there then ours, they for- 
got all former Kindneſles and F — 


[9] 


begio not onelyto undermine us treacherouſly 


and wickedly to ſupplant us in our Trade there, 
but alſo utterly to excludeus out of thoſe parts : 
and to that - inthe year 1622. moſt barbarou- 
ſly ſeiſed upon the Emgliſh FaQtories and Goods, 
to the value of 4coccoL. Sterling, tortured and 
murthered many of them in a more cruel and 
horriblemanner, then ever Twrks uſed Chriſtians, 
or the Spaniſh Inquiſition ever treated thoſe they 
called Hereticks : which Inhumanity of theirs was 
ſo monſtrous, that the Dwtch to this very day are 
infamous for the ſame among the rude and ſavage 


Irdians: And King James being truly informed, 


thereof, told your Ambaſſadour at London, that 
he had never read nor heard of a more cruel im- 
piousfaftz but being a man of peace, he declared, 
that hedid forgive them: but added witha kind 
of Prophetick ſpirit, [ Ay Son's Son will revenge 
this bloud, and puniſb this horrible maſſacre. | Since 
all this, during the Reign of King Charles the 
Martyr , your Countrey-men have committed 
many other enormities and cruelties upon the 
Engliſh, who endeavoured onely to continue a 
ſmall Trade there, and have endamaged particu- 
lar Merchants of England many hundred thouſand 
pounds, and by engrofling all the beſt Spices, 
and ſelling them at their own rate, they daily im- 
poveriſh, not onely our Merchants,but this whole 
Kingdom, from ; whence. they draw yearly for 
thole Commodities above 400000 L one' main 
reaſon of the- great want of Silverand Gold in 
England. B H. Truly 
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H. Ttuly, George, I cannot any longer den 
but that = are much to be blamed s, on I 
confident, that all this hath not ſo much proceed. 
ed out of any il-will tothe Engliſh, as out of tog 
much Love of gain. 

G. That may poflibly be true in part, for ie 
hath been obſerved particularly of your Nation 
above others, that when Gain comes in compe. 
tition, they do forgo not onely all Honour and 
Honeſty, but evenall Religion too. But to pro. 
ceed, When _ Charles the Firſt had ſeriouſly 
conſidered, how his good Subjects were uſed by 

our Countrey-men, in all parts of the World 

here they had power, and how bold the Hol. 
landers were im His Seas, Rivers, and Ports, Hig 
Majeſty thought it high time to ſet himſelf tg 
curb their inſolency, and to put a ſtop to their 
moſt prodigious growth, and to this end took 
care to ſtrengthen His Kingdom in Shipping, and 
todeclare by Proclamation, That percerving that 
all the Inconveniencies which had occaſioned the 
forementioned Proclamation of His Royal Fa 
ther, were rather increaſed then abated, His Va- 
zeſty did.reſolve thence-forward to have in rea- 
dineſs ſuch a power of Shipping, as might be ſuf. 
ficient to hinder the like encroachments upon 
His Regalities, ( and thereupon began to build 
that famous Veſlel, called fince The Royal Sove- 
reign, and ſome other Ships of War; for which 

ood End, and honourable Defign,he was forced 

y the refraftorineſs of a Faftion in His Parlia- 
ments 
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tolay the Tax called Ship-woney.) And be- 
wy His Majeſty ſaw, that thoſe extraordinary 
reparations did occalion many jealoufies and 
diſcourſes abroad, he declared farther by a pub- 
lick Writing, That firſt, he held it a principle not 
to be denied, That the King of Great Britaiz was 
a Monarch at Land and at Sea, to the full extent 
of His Dominions 3 and that it concerned Him 
25 much to maintain His Sovereignty abroad, in 
all the Britsſþ Seas, as at home within His Three 
Kingdoms, becauſe without That, Theſe could 
notbe kept ſafe, nor He preſerve His Honour and 
Reſpet with other Nations. Secondly, he held, 
That whoſoever would endeavour to encroach 
on His Majeſty by Sea, would doubtleſs do it alſo 
by Land, when ever they ſhall find opportunity. 
To avoid which, after long abuſed patience, His 
Majeſty ſaw no other hopes, then by maintaining 
always a powerful Navy. Thirdly, it was very 
notorious, how of latter years His Majeſties Domt- 
nion at Sea hath been diſobeyed and queſtioned. 
That at firſt to cheriſh the poor diſtreſſed Dutch, 
leave was given them to gather ſtrength and 
wealthupon theſe Coaſts, in theſe Ports, and by 
the Engliſh Trade and People: That upon their 
humble Petitions, Licenſes were given them un- 
der the Great Seal of Exgland to Fiſh upan theſe 
Coaſts 3 and when by leave or connivance they 
— ſome time —_—_— all the ——— 5 
Engiand, Scotland, and Ireland; and by the ; 
Staple of Woollen Clothes brought - an = 
B 2 


the Spa- 
miſh 
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niſþ Netherlands, and ſerled in their Towns, they 
arrived to an extraordinary power in Shipping, 
they refuſed at firſt to be kept at any diſtance 
from theſe Coaſts : After that, they began to 
keep Ship-guardson theſe Seas, to prohibit even 
the Engl:;þrto have free Commerce there, to ſeize 
on their Ships and Goods, if they refuſed tocon- 
form to their Placaets3 to interrupt the Trade 
and Traffick of theſe Seas by Ships of War and 
Free-booters, to preſume at all times to enter in- 
to all His Majeſties Ports and Rivers, to come up 
as high as the Chief City, to caſt Anchor cloſe to 
our | ker to contemn His Majeſties Of. 
cers when they required a farther diſtance, tg 
aſlault and rake the Ships of His Majeſties Allies, 
even within His own Chamber or Channel, and 
within his Rivers, to the ſcorn and contempt of 
His Majeſties Dominion and Power. That this 
their ordinary praGtiſes, His Majeſty having in 
vam endeavoured for divers years, by Treaties, 
to reform, he thought it high time to put himſelf 
in this Equipage, both for His own defence and 
ſafety, for preſerving His antient and undoubted 
Right in the Dominion of theſe Seas ; to ſuffer 
no other Prince or Potentate to encroach upon 
His Regalities, butto conſtrain them to perfor 
due Homage to His Admirals and Ships, to pay 
them Acknowledgments as in former times they 
all had donez tofſet theſe Seas, and therein 
to protect a free Trade of all His Subjeds, and 
alſo of all His Allies, and to give them _ wr 
or 
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Condut and Convoy, as they ſhall reaſonably 


require : To ſuffer no Fleets or Ships of War of 


other Nations, to keep any Guards vpon theſe 
Seas, to take any Prizes or Booties, to offer any 
violence, or give any interruption to any lawful 
intercourſe, In a word, That His Majeſty was 
reſolved to do Juſtice, both to His Subjedts and 
Friends, within the Limits of theſe Seas; and 
that this was the Real and Royal Deſign of that 
Fleet. 
H, Certainly, George, that King was a very 
Man, and would not declare publickly any 
vntruth z if ſo, then he had great reaſon to make 
ſuch extraordinary Preparations : but Idonot re- 
member what became thereof. 

6. Not long after began thoſe unhappy Re- 
bellions, firſt in Scotland, then in Ireland, and 
laſtly in England, which gave a long check to our 
happineſs, and to this deſign, Andin the mean 
time your Countrey-men very cunningly, boughe 
up much of our beſt Erg/1ſb Oak, ( which for 
Shipping is the beſt in the world) cut down by 
our wicked Rebels, and ſold to you at very low 
Rates; and you then encreaſed fo prodigiouſly 
in Naval power, that even thoſe Rebels began at 
length to ſee, that the main and principal Intereſt 
of England was to ſtop the growth of the Hol- 
lander;, and therefore took occaſion in the year 
1652, tomake a rupture, and to proſecute it o 
far, that they had almoſt done their work : But 
that Deſign was then broken in the mid(t by oliver 


3 Cromwel, 


J2 7 


[14] 
Cromwel, who diſſolving the remainder of the 
long faftious Parliament, and uſurping all the 
power of the Nation, thought it his own private 
Intereſt for a good ſum of Money to clap up a 
peace with your Countrey-men, at a juncture of 
time, when it lay in his power in all humane pro- 
babitity, to have done the higheſt piece of (er. 
vicefor this Nation that could poſſibly have been 
cffefted, ( except onely the Reſtoration of our 
preſent Sovereign, whom God long preſerve ) 
for he might then have humbled your Nation 
to that degree, that they ſhould have been glad of 
the Protection of England, and fo from thence- 
forward have lived in great Amity and Peace to- 
gether 3 and not ogely our Trade would for ever 
have flouriſhed, but - dan had been prevented 
the vaſt Expences of Treaſure and Bloud, which 
our two laſt Wars have ſince occaſioned, to the 
= Impoveriſkment and Damage of this King- 
om. 

Butto goon. Within two or three years after 
that firſt rapture with your Countrey-men, they 
having ſet themſelves to build new Ships, and 
increaſe their Naval ſtrength, began again to 
ſupplant the Engliſo Trade 1n ſeveral parts, and 
_—_— to fright them quite out of that (mall 
Trade the Engliſh retained in the Faſt-Indies, the 
Hollander grew \o inſolent, as not onely to pro- 
hibit the Engliſþ all Trade at Bantar, where they 
had a FaQory , but ſeizing on their Ships and 
Goods, moſt cruelly and barbarouſly treatedthe 
Sea-men, 
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Sea-men, torturing ſome, and murdering others - 
far which, to prevent another rupture, the Hol- 
linders were content to pay to our Engliſh Faſt- 
Irdia Merchants 50000 |. Sterling, in the year 
1658. at Amſterdam. About two years after, you 
know was the moſt happy Reſtauration of King 
Charles the Second, who having received at the 
Haw? divers reſpects and civilities for ſeveral 
days, before he took Shipping for England, was 
afterwards very unwilling to break Friendſhip 
with them, till their Inſolencies and Injuries cricd 
ſo load for vengeance, (as may be ſeen in the 
Memorials preſented by His Majeſties Envoy to 
the States General at the Hagnze ) that thete was 
no other Expedient left but another Rupture, 
which happened in the year 1665. when the 
Dutch were grown much more powerful at Sea 
(by the addition of many new-built mighty 
Ships) then they were inthe former Rupture, and 
much more unanimous at home : yet we had then, 
eſpecially after the firſt Fight, good reaſon to 
hope, that we ſhould have not onely abated the 
pride, and ſtopt the growth of your Countrey- 
men, but alſo have weakened ll humbled them, 
ſo far as that they ſhould never have riſen up 
again tobe a Thorn in our fides. But their time 
wasnot yet come, their ſins were not then ripe z 
and therefore it pleaſed the Sovereign Diſpoſer 
all things, by a moſt fore Peſtilence, and a ve- 
ry diſmal Fire, at that time toput a ſtop to our 
Vitoriesand Succeſles, Whereupon a Peace was 
concluded 
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concluded at Breda, in the year 1667, Since 
which, they have built ſo many, and fo great new 
Ships of War, that confiding in their exorbitant 
power, they have not onely ventured again tg 
ſupplant our Trade, ( the want whereof cauſeth 
ſo great murmuring in England) but alſo to break 
all the Articles of the Breda Treaty, and utterly 
deny His Majeſties Sovereignty over theſe Seaz, 
and to threaten us to joyn with the French, toin- 
vade our Countrev, and ſwallow us up for ever. 
Whereupon His Majeſty, having firſt made ſure 
of His Allies abroad, and n—— provided ata 
moſt vaſt expence, not onely ſuch a formidable 
Fleet,ſuch greatStores of Ammunition,ſuch a num- 
ber of brave Seamen,but alſo ſuch a FullTreaſury, 
as none of His Anceſtors ever were Maſters of, 
thought himſelf obliged again to declare War 
againſt the United Netherlands, this preſent year 
1572. not onely to chaſtize them for their breach 
of Faith and Articles, and for their moſt (can. 
dalous Libels, inſolent and unmanaerly Pittures, 
Verſes, and Repreſentations of our King and 
Princes. ( which ſhould make the bloud of every 
loval, true-hearted, well-born Engliſh-man even 
to riſe againſt them) but alſo to eſtabliſh and aug. 
ment our 1rade both at home and abroad; and 
above all , to maintain the Antient Sovereign 
Right and Dominion- over the Narrow $:2z, 
which is one of the firſt Prerogatives ofthe z#;- 
tiſþ Kings, and ſhould be the laſt wherewith they 
ſhould ever part; for without that, what ad- 

| vantage 
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vantage will it be for England to be an Iſland 2 
and how will it be more ſecure from Invaſions, 
then any, Countrey upon the Continent? and 
hoy eaſily would our Trade and Traffick be ta- 
ken from us? Wherefore conſidering that the 
Sovereignty of the Seas is the moſt precious 
ewel in His Majeſties Crown, that to touch 
that 15 tO touch the App of England's Eye ; 
that it is next, under God, the principal means 
ofour wealth and ſafety z and that it hath lately 
moſt injuriouſly. been invaded by the Dutch ; 
all true Engliſh Hearts and Hands ſeem to (ſtand 
obliged by all lawful ways and means to pre- 
ſerve and maintain the ſame, with _ the utmoſt 
hazard of their Lives and Fortunes, with a 
cheerful Expence of their Bloud and their Mo- 
ney, with a reſolution never to lay down Arms, 
_—_y have accompliſhed this greatand good 
Work, 

H, Well, George , in caſe you ſhould get your 
will upon us, you will then bs as little contented 
asnow. 

G. Why ſo, good Hans? 

H. Under the Roſe be it ſpoken, your _ 
will then tyranize over you more then he dot 
now, 

G. Yes, Hans, that may eafily be done 3 for 
no King, Prince, or Potentate in the world 
doth tyrannize leſs then he doth, or ever hath 
done ſince he came to this Crown. 

H, What means then _ Bleating of Sheep 
in 
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ih mine ears; and this apes ye Oxen which, f 
hear ? what means fo. much murmuring and 
grumbling in many places againſt the King and 
His Court ? 

G. T will tell you, Hans, There has been grum- 
bling at Kings and Courts, before you and 1 
were born, and will be to whcn we-are dead and 
rotten, It isthe nature of the Beaſt, ( the con. 
mon people ) to be perpetually complaining of 
the Times, and of the Government. But belide; 
Here is a ſort ofil}-n2tur'd and. ill-nurtur'd peo. 
ple in this Nation, who would ſpeak evil of, and 
defpiſe even the Son of God himſelf, if he ſhould 
be ſent to Rule over this Kingdom. 

H, But: in good earneſt, George, do- you not 
think that the Engliſh have juſt cauſe to com: 
plain, when they. part with ſuch vaſt Sums of 
Money ? 

G. Truly no. But I pray how much Money do 
you 'thiak His Majeſty had of us towards the 
ſetting forth of this Fleet, the biggeſt and 
the beſt provided that ever England ſaw ? 

H, Much more then our Superiours had of 
us for their: Fleet, which is little inferiour to 
yours. | 

G, How much I prethee was that ? 

H. About twenty Villions of Guilders, whic 
amounts to about Eighteen hundred thouſand 
ponnds Sterling, | 

G, Very. good; And His Vajeſty of England 
ſets out this Fleet upon His own proper Charge 
and Credit, H, Bu: 
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x. But then I fappoſe in the meantime it muſt 
needs be, that the Ordinary Taxes, the Gabels 
and the Impoſts-apon all ſorts Commodities in 
Exelend are much cavier then ours. 

6, How heavy is that, Hans? 

#. $0 heavy; that to mention onely in a few. 
We pay for Houſes yearly the eighth part of the 
Rent: for Lands.above a third part of the Renr ; 
far all Beer, where we pay the Brewer fix Guil- 
ders, we pay five Guilders more to the State, and 
vet the Brewer pays Exciſe - for his Malt befides; 
and no Subje@, greatorſmall, in City or Village, 
is allowed to Brew any Beer, but is conſtrained 
t0 take it all of the Common Brewer. Then for 
Wine, All the better ſort of people pay a large 
Exciſe for two or three Hogſheads, or more, ac- 
cording to their quality, whether they buy or 
drink any Wine or not. Then we have a grievous 
Exciſe upon Fire, Candles, Salt, Bread, all ſorts 
ofFleſh, and indeed almoſtupon every thing that 
isneceſlary or expedient for theufe of man : So 
that counting all, eſpecially at this time ſince the 
War begun with F-gland, he that hath a hundred 
pounds coming in by Lands, Houſes, or Trade, 
paysto the State at leaſt 25 /. by theyeat. 

G, Truly, Hs, this you fay amazes me; forl 
thought you had beena free Common-wealth, 

H, So wearec. 

G. Wherein conſiſts that freedom ? 

H. We are free of onr Tongues, we can call 
our Governours, our Burgomaſters, Skelyr; and 
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our States-men., Hrrsfoot 5 and talk Treaſgy 
without any puniſhment, 

G. But I thought that fince you did with the 
loſs of ſo much Bloud and Treaſure, withdraw 
your necks from under the yoke of a Monarch. 
cal or Kingly Government, and changed your 
State into a Common-wealth, you had been more 
free from Taxes. 

H, Noſuch matter, George 3 for one Stiverwe 
paid when we lived undera King, we pay atleaſt 
fifteen Stivers now. But I pray, George, anſwer 
me to my former queſtion : Arenot your Taxes 
now very grievous in England? for I remember 
that when the Rump Parliament ( which we cal. 
led then de Emngliſche Stert Vergadering ) made 
War againſt Holland, here was a Tax ( for I was 
then in England) of Six{core thouſand pounds a 
moneth, for along time 3; beſides they had before 
taken intotheir hands all the lands of the Crown, 
of the Church, and of many Nobles who adhered 
to their King. 
 G. Truly, Hans, whatever was done then, we 
have now ſo few Taxes, and thoſe (olittle grie- 
vous, that Ican ſcarce tell whether we have any 
Tax at all ; unleſs jt be a moderate Exciſe of 
Drinks, and onely ſuch Drinks as ace bongtr 
and fold, Yes, now I remember one more, that 
ſome murmur agai-iſt, and that is ( as you havein 
Holland ) a Tax upon Dwelling-houſes ; but a 
you pay every year theEighth part of the yearly 
Renttothe State, we pay but. the Fourtieth part, 

or 
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ar thereabouts, to our King : and we call ir 
Hearth-money, or Chimney-money, 

H, O Heer, Godt then doth England (ſwarm at 
thistime with a Race of Jews! 

6. Why ſo, Hans, what extravagant conceit is 
that ? 

H. They muſt needs be of the Race of the Jews, 
who being in ſucha happy condition aboveall the 
Subjetts in Chriſtendome, yet every where ( and 
more eſpecially in London ) I can hear murmurin 
continually againſt your Moſes and Aaror, pom 
your Kingand Biſhops. 

6. Good Hans, what is it that you hear them 
ſay againſt our _ Godbleſs him. 

H. Marry they ſay, That this Parliament hath 
given to this King more money, then any of His 
Anceſtors ever had in five times thatſpace, and 
they know not what becomes ofit all. 

G, I ſhall eafily grant that His Majeſty hath had 
great ſums of Money ſince His Reſtauration; yet 
notſo great, but that if we ſeriouſly conſider, the 
great Debts which Cromwell left dueto the Army 
and Navy, His Majeſties own Debts contracted 
by Himſelf and Brothers beyond the Seas, by our 
fault, in driving them out of their own Land : 
thenthe building of ſo many and ſo great Ships of 
War, almoſt every year fince His Reſtauration 3 
the Storing of. ail His huge Magazines with Am- 
munition for al} His Land and Naval Forces; the 
maintaining of ſo many Garriſons upon all the 
Coaſts of England 3 of ſo many great Guards of 
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Horſe and Foot at London: but above all, the 
wazing of War ſome years againſt Three Potent 
Enemies, the Dutch, the French, and the Dane 
If we ſeriouſly conſider theſe things, we muſt r4. 
theradmire how His Majeſty cou'd clic (© orcat 
things with (o little money : For I have been ve. 
ry credibly informed, that, during the late Uſuyr. 
pition, one years war between the Zygl ſh and 
the Hollander coft the Engliſh ( who were then 
eſteemed very frugal ) above ſeventeen hundred 
thouſand pounds 3 and yet their Ships and Flee, 
were not then near (o greatas now. 

H, Indeed, George, T am of your mind in that 
point, and rather admire what becomes of all 
the Moneys, which the United Provinces (queeze 
every year out of their Subjefts, which is almoſt 
Twenty timesas much as everour Anceſtors paid, 
and almoſt Six times the ſetled yearly Revenue of 
your King; for our Revenue amounts ( as] am 
aſſured) to ſeven Millions of pounds Sterling, 

G. ButT pray, Hans, what more have you heard 
of our King? Can any of thoſe Fanatick Grum- 
blers, or Murmuring Jews, truly ſay, That du. 
ring any twelve years ſince the Conquelt, the Sub- 
je& hath had leſs oppreſſion, lefs injuſtice from 
their Sovereign, or more Clemency, and greater 
Condeſcenſions ? hath he everdenied His People 
1a Parliament one reaſonable requeſt # Isnot the 
Law open and Free to protect impartially even 
the .worlt of His Enemies now living, and the 
worlt of Schiſmaticks, againſt the molt Loyal _ 
mo! 
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moſt Orthodox ofthis Kingdom, which is rather 
admired. then ever imitated by other Nations ? 
Doth not every man at preſent eat of his own 
Vine, and of his own Fig-tree, and drink the 
waters of his own Ciſtern ? doth not 1frael, and 

#dah,and Levi too, fit ſecurely every one under 
ſs own Vine, whereas heretofore the faftious 
facrilegious Rebels, and plundering Robbers, did 
fit under the Vines, and cat of theGrapes, which 
did unqueſtionably belong to the Loyal Honeſt 
Nobility and Gentry, to the Orthodox, Learned, 
Pious Clergy, to God and His Holy Church. 

H, But doſt thou think, George, that His Majeſty 
takesa true meaſure of the Intereſt of His People, 
eſpecially in this War ? 

G. If thou wilt have my opinion, Hars, I do 
believe, that no Prince underſtands his Intereſt 
better, and that he ſhews it particularly in this 
very War. Tell me, Hays, and confeſs ingenu- 
oully ; do not you think that the prone latereſt of 
England is to maintain Trade, and in order there- 
unto, to maintain the Empire of the Britiſh Seas 
againſt all Encroachers whatſoever ? 

H, It is not fit for me that am a Hollander to 
ſpeak to that point,but I know what I think. 

6, Well, did ever any King of England mind 
more that Intereſt, then our preſent Sovereign, 
whoſe Royal Father and Grandfather were in- 
deed very worthy Princes, and ought in their 


times to have ſet about this work which is now 


ia hand. Did ever any King make it more his 
buſineſs 
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buſineſs to inform himſelf touching Maritime AF. 
fairsz nay, I have been aſſured, that there is 
ſearcea Sea-man in this Nation, that underſtands 
better the Building, the Rigging, the Vitualling, 
the Charges, and the very Sailing of a Ship, then 
His Majeſty of England, that underſtands better 
the Timber and Materials for Shipping, that can 
make better choice of Ship-carpenters; that no 
King in Chriſtendom ever favoured ſo much the 
me ingenious perſons of that moſt uſeful Pro- 
feſſion, that can make better choice of a Sea-man, 
that none everſo much valued, cheriſhed, and en- 
couraged Mariners, that ever ſo well underſtood 
all our Coaſts, Seas, Flats, Sholes, Sands; and 
above all, the beſt way of fighting at Sea; 

H. Truly, as the caſe now ſtands, it is hard to 
wiſh for a better Prince in. that reſpe& for you, 
and a worſe for us: and yet IT am confident, if: 
laſting Peace were once concluded between us, 
He would be our beſt Friend in the world, and 
if need were, would proteft us, as His Anceſtors 
have everdone, againlt all others that ſhould ever 
attempt to wrong us. 

G. Beſides, Hans, do but confider how he hath 
thought nothing toomuchto promote this Grand 
Intereſt, His Majeſty hath not ſpared the apparent 
hazarding of the Life of His onely Brother the 
Duke of Tork, atSea, 

H. And in good faith, George, he hath hazarded 
jt witha witneſs now for the Wind and Wer 

er favouring us thislaſt Summer, we had ar” 
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midſt of ten or twelve of our principal Ships, 
" ſuch an unexpeted advantage, that it was al- 
moſt a miracle he ſhould eſcape our hands. 

6. Indeed, Hans, as Thave been certainly in- 
formed, His Royal Highneſs did in the laſt En- 

nt behave himſelf with that Adiveneſs 
and Condu, with that Courage and Undaunted- 
neſs, when he was ſore prefled on every fide, 
his$hip torn, and many of his beſt friends about 
him lain, and hath fince endured many ſtorms, 
and great hardſkip, with ſuch patience, for the 
ſervice of our King and Countrey, that no Prince 
of the Bloud ſince the Conqueſt hath better de- 
ſerved to be braught home with triumph, and 
received by this City with all expreſſions of joy 
and gratitude. 

But moreover, Hams, (to go on where we left) 
His Majeſty hath not ſpared to hazard the Perſon 
and Lifeof His dearly beloved Son, his Grace the 
Duke of Monmonth, together with many of His 
choice and moſt valiant Nobility and Gentry. 
Alſoto promote this grand of preſerving 
the jult Right and Dominion of the Sea, and to 
recover, and thereby advance the Trade of 
His Subjects. That Hemight the better provide 
for His Shipping and Sea-men, His Majeſty hath 
been pleaſed to ſave even as it were out of His 
own belly, and out of the bellies of all His Do- 
meſtick Servants, by a great and long retrench- 
ment of His Court-tables, &c. 

H. Nay, good Yonker George, ſay no more; I 
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ive well enough, that Bemefacere © mall 
audire Reginm '* It is too oft the fate of Ki 
(witneſs the laſt good King ) to be very ill ſpoken 
of. when they do beſt for their Subjefts good. 
{ marvel what it is, that this il|-natured people 
would have? When they had long abuſed, and 
at length murthered the beſt King if not the beſt 
Manthen in the world, and for that cauſe might 
very reaſonably have expeCted, that God ſhould 
have ſent them next the worſt of Tyrants, or 
ſome Uſurper, ſome Heretical or Infidel King, to 
oppreſs them, and ſcourge them to death with 
Whips and Scorpions, as they well deſerved; 
that God ſhould even then be ſo gracious, as to 
ſend them their own King, the true undoubted 
Heir ofthe Crown of England: Sure if they were 
not an ungrateful people, they ſhould be ever 
praiſing God for ſo unſpeakable a benefit. 

G. Nay more, Hans, God hath not onely ſent 
us our own King, but one that in His long ab. 
ſence abroad, amongſt thoſe of the Rowiſb Reli. 
gion, was nevertainted with any of their Errours, 
but at His firſt Reſtauration, made it His firſt 
work toreſtore (like another good King Hezekiah) 
Gods trae Religion, the Rights and Revenues of 
the Church, the Prieſts and Levites, &c, 

H. But, George, there is one or two things more, 
whereat many Engliſh of my acquaintance oft 
grumble, to anſwer which, I would be glad tobe 
able 3 and that is, They cry there is leſs Trade, 
and leſs Money in the Nation, and more Lewd- 
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neſs, Libertiniſm. Incontinence, Intemperance, 
Debauchery, Irreligion, and Atheiſm, anda grea- 
ter growth of Popery, then ever wasz and that 
generally Fugland is in a leſs flouriſhing condition 

then heretofore. þ | 
G. Sure, Hans, you have had ill luck to fall in- 
to very bad company fince you came into Erg- 
lid. 1 know very well, that we havetoo many 
Excliſh, who are largely endowed with all thoſe 
aalifications of the antient Jews, whereof the 
Almighty ſo oft complained. 1 know here are di- 
vers, whoare not onely ſtubborn and ſtiff-necked, 
2s thoſe Jews were, but at that _ time when 
God is leading them into the Land of Promiſe, 
( into Peace and Plenty) they are ever and anon 
murmuring and complaining, wiſhing themſelves 
back into Feypt, and whining after their Leeks 
and Onions there ( Numb. 11, 5. ) wiſhing for our 
former Arbitrary Tyrannical Government, under 
moſt diſloyal treacherous Uſurpers and Traitours. 
As for the firſt complaint, of leſs Trade and leſs 
Money, it is apparent by His Majeſties Cuſtoms, 
lately Farmed at a higher rate then ever, that the 
Trade in general cannot be much diminiſhed : 
then it muſt be conſidered, that during the late 
wicked Rebellion, more Youths of all conditions 
being then put to Trades, for want of other em- 
ployments, it 1s now come to pals, that they be- 
ing ſet up, the Kingdom is much averſtocke with 
Traders all forts of Trades are now divided/into 
{0 many hands, that none of them can gain as 
D 2 here- 
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heretofore, and few of them are ableto live one 
by another. Laſtly, it is no wonder that our 
Trade ſhould be ſomewhat leflened, when the 
Hollanders make it their main buſineſs, by Lies and 
Cheats, moſt treacherouſly and ungratefully, a; 
afore mentioned, to ſupplant all our Forei 

Trade 3 which to prevent, our preſent Sovereign 
ever ſince His Reſtoration hath made it His main 
buſineſs ( by ſtill augmeming His Naval Power) 
and is now, God bebleſſed, almoſt arrived at His 
wiſhed Port. As for the other p-int, that we have 
leſs Money, we may alſo thank the Hollander: for 
the ſame 3 for it is well known. that they having 
moſt unjuſtly taken from us the Spicy Iſlands in 
the Eaſt-Indies ( one of which ( Poleroon ) they 
have by four ſeveral Treaties ſolemnly promiſed 
to reſtore, and yet is not done to this day ) we 
are forced, as aforeſaid, to part with goooooL 
a year for Spices, and ſo proportionably for other 
Commodities, As for nels, Intemperance, 
Debauchery ,Incontinence,[Irreligion, Atheiſm,and 
Popery; if there be more thereof then heretofore, 
where muſt juſtly lie all the blame, but even a 
the doors of thoſe very Murmurers, and their Pre- 
deceſſors, who firſt diſturbed, and then over- 
turned the beſtgovern'd State and Church in the 
world, letting in all ſorts of Religions, which al 
wiſemen then foreſaw would end atlength in lr 
religion, Popery, and Atheiſm, from whence 
mult needs follow all Looſeneſs and Debaucherz. 
And indeed, the Iſſue and Conſequence An 
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that NuJwraies that Plurality of motos in this 
Ki at firſt countenanced by the faftious part 
of the Long Parliament, was by many ſober pru- 
dent men then foretold ro be either Popery, or 
elſe !rreligion, Prophaneneſs, and Atheiſm. And I 
remember that St. Will;am ( I mean the holy Mar- 

Archbthop Lavd, who being murthered on 
& day of St. William Archbiſhop of Bowrges in 
France, which was the tenth of Jamary, ſeems to 
daim a place in our Engliſb Kalendar ) upon the 
Scaffold told us, who were then ſorrowful Spe- 
Gators -of his Martyrdom, That the Pope never 
face the Reformation had fo great a Harveſt in 
England, as by the many Sets and Religions then 
introduced : And indeed, when that excellent 
Perſon, together with the High Commiſſion 
Court, thoſe two principal Bulwarks againſt Po- 
pery, Hereſies, Schiſms, and all Licentiouſneſs, 
were thrown down by the then prevailing Prby- 
terian, no wonder if thoſe Enormities have ever 
fince encrealed amongſt us. 

H. But I hear ſome (ay farther, That this King- 
dem doth not flouriſh as heretofore, the times are 
now harder, and the Subjet in a worſe condition 
thea formerly. 

G. I remember, Hans, to have read and obſerv- 
ed in our Hiſtories of England, amongſt other 
things, that throughout all the moſt happy Reigns 
of Queen Elizabeth, King James, and the firſt part 
of King Charles the Martyr, there were a ſort of 
people that were known by the name of Gremb- 
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lers, whoin ſtead of praifing God for His great det 
liverances, and abundant bleſſings, would be al. 
ways murmuring againſt the Times; a Peoplethat 
through the gall and bitterneſs of their own 
hearts, did (o farloſe their Taſtes and Judgments. 
that their whole practiſe was to deprive God of 
His Glory, the Prince of His Hon, and the 
People of their Senſes; afhrming that the condi. 
tion of Englard was very miſerable, and full of the 
Tokens of Gods wrath and indignation 3 when 
the whole Natron was happy even to the envy of 
Chriltendome. And no wonder if you meet with 
ſome of that ill conditioned Race at this day, | 
confeſs that I have met with ſome, who having 
heard or read of the cauſeleſs complaints made by 
fatious ſpirits, and diſcontented people againſt 
the laſt King, do now beginto tread theſame ſteps, 
railing againſt the Kings Court, flandering the 
Government and Governours, like railing Ra 
ſheks's, and foul-mouth'd Shim s : T hey are 7e2- 
Ious in procuring a Divorce between their Sove. 
reign and His Subjects hearts and affeQtions; 
whereas true Chriſtianity, and true Allegiance, 
doth inſtruft and oblige every Subjet to be more 
careful of His Sovereigns Credit and Honour. 
ther of his own. and with the two modeſt ſons of 
Noah, no ſooner to know then to hide their f4. 
thersnakedngſs. Tris very true, Hans, that there i 
no Government on earth perfeft, nor are Gover- 
nonrs without 'hgmane fafirmitiesz and there i; 
notime but it hath ſomething more laudable, then 

the 
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the foregoing or ſucceeding times. But if any one 
will ſeriouſly refle&t on the whole Twelve years 
Reign of our Dread Sovereign now Reigning. [ 
dare affirm, ( without the leaſt flattery ) that he 
ſhall hardly find in the like ſpace of time; in any 
other Princes Reign, either at home or abroad, fo 
great plenty and abundance of all things, for the 
uſe or delight of mankind, ſo vaſt an encreaſe of 
Buildings, ſo many ſtately Palaces, fair Churches, 
mighty Ships of War; (o great improvement of 
Lands in all places, both Arable and Paſture ; fo 
many Plantations of Trees, both for Fruit and 
Timber Parks and Forreſts new ſtored with the 
beſt Veniſon in the world 5 mighty Plantations 
abroad, new Inventions and Handy-crafts, indeed 
all Arts and Sciences, improved at home z old 
[aventions- daily bettered, Rivers made Naviga- 
ble,new Fortreſſes and Havens, both at home and 
and abroad, and thoſe made far more commodious 
by mighty Moles and Piers, Moreover* he ſhall 
hardly find ſo long a time fo free from Injuſtice, 
or from Oppreſſion, where King and Nobles have 
leſs oppreſled the Commons, where there hath 
beers {o great Condeſcenfions and Indulgences to 
tender Conſciences : and ifit betrue, thatas wwlts 
funere ſunt opprobria Medicornume, fo multa ſapplicia 
ſent opprobria Principume. It will be much for the 
Honour of His Majeſty, and Histwelve'years Go- 
verament, that here have not been one' Nobleman 
putto death,. and ſofew of others at all the Aſ- 
es in this Kingdom, that the like' was never 
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known in the memory of any man living ; and 
yet ſuch impartial Juſtice every 'where, that we 
have fewer Robberies, Murders, Duels , then 
ever. Beſides all this, there is nothing more true, 
that ſince His Majeſtics Reſtauration, all people 
generally over all Ezgland, both in Cities, Towns, 
and Villages, dwell in fairer Houſes, thoſe Hou- 
ſes are more richly furniſhed 3 Men and Women 
are more coſtly clothed, et anddrink bettter, then 
any of their forefathers of the ſame quality and 
condition, and perhaps then any other Nation at 
this day under the Sun, 

H. Good George, proceed no farther ; your peo- 

le _ be too happy, if they knew their own 
pinelſs, 

6. But prethee, Hans, what doſt thou hear our 
Nonconformilts, and ſuch Malecontents, ſay of our 
Biſhops; for you told me they murmured againſt 
Aaronas well as Moſes, | 

H. Not much, George, but ſomewhat heavy; for 
they ſay, your Biſhops, and other Dignified Cler- 
gy, are Idle and Idol-fhepherds ; that they are co- 
vetous, dumb Dogs, &c. 

G, This is a heavy charge indeed, but do you 
believe any of this to be true ? | 

H. Truly very little, for I have had the honour 
to be acquainted with divers of them, and I hare 
always found them well employed about their 
Charge 3 ſo free from Idolatry, that toan impar- 
tial Judge , who hath ſeen other Reformed 
Churches abroad, there is ſcarce any Churchin 
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Chriſtendome, but givesas much occaſion of ſcan” 
dal that way : Then as for Covetouſneſs, I can lay 
(> much, that all thoſe whom I know, dokeep (9 
food Hoſpitality, are ſo charitable to the Poor, 
that! am confident, very few of them will be able 
tgleave totheir Children or Relations ſo much as 
one of the meaneſt Lawyers, Merchants, or Gen- 
tlemen of this Kingdom: Bur as to that charge of 
Dumb Dogs, I know not well what toſay , for [ 
think they preach but ſeldom, and therefore ſeem 
not to deſerve ſo much means. 

6. Truly, Hans, I was once of that mind too, till 
[ well conſidered, Firſt, That itis not now amongſt 
us, as it was in the Primitive times; for thoſe Chrj- 
ſtians lived in the midſt of Jews, Heathens, and I- 
fidels to whom it was neceſſary, that the Goſpel, 
or g)ad Tidings of Chriſts being come in the Fleſh 
to redeem the world ( which is properly the Go- 
ſpe!) ſhould upon o#ll occaſions be proclaimed 
(for that is properly preaching the Goſpel,and not 
our manner of making of Haranguesin a Pulpit ) 
inall placesamongſt the Jews and Gentiles, 

Secondly, That there were then buta ſmall num- 
berof Learned Divines, who were well able toar- 
gue - caſe, and convince Unbelievers of this 
Truth. 

Thirdly, The number of Souls under each Bi- 
ſhop were not then ſo many, but that a Biſhop 
might with eaſe both Governand Teach the peo- 
ple. | | 
Fourthly, That now the number of Teachers, 
and the ſeveral Congregations and Chuirches 
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under the Biſhops care, are ſo many, that it ishe. 
comeenough to be the Task-maſter, to have nne. 
ly a due care, that the Tnferiour Clergy duly 
Preach, and perform rightly their duties in their 
ſeveral Congregations. 

H, But then is it not unreaſonable, that thoſo 
who ſeem to fit ſtill, ſhould have ſo much means 
and thoſe that ſweat and bear the heat ofthe day, 
mean thoſe that Preach. ſhould haveſo little > 

G. Why you have been at Sea, Hars, where 
you have ſeen many Sea-men pull at the Ropes 
hazard their lives in triming the Ship, ſweat and 
take great pains 3 whilſt the long-experienced ſg. 
ber wiſe Pilot firs ſtill atthe Helm, conſidering the 
Ships Courſe, comparing that with the Winds and 
Tides, with the Seaſon of the Year ; the Fla; 
and Shelves, the Sands and Rocks, the Pirates and 
Enemies, &c. without whoſe conſtant Condud# 
(notwithſtanding all the others toil and pains) 
the Ship would not be ſafe perhaps one hour: 
Will you now fay, that it is unreaſonable, that 
ths man ſhould have a better Salary, then any of 
thoſe other labouring Mariners? 

H, Truly, George, your Simile is fo appoſite, 
that I ſhall never more give earto theſe barking 
Curs; but on the contrary ſhall love and honour 
thoſe whom they ſo, undutifully and impiouſf 
ſtyle Dumb Dogs. 

G, Beſides ,all wiſe men know, that as it is ve 
ry dangerous for a Pilot toquit the Helm, an 
pull at the Ropes, ſo it hath been oft ſeen, thi 


wherea Biſhop of a large Dioceſs hath been ver 
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Bookiſh, and oft in the Pulpit, that Dioceſs hath 
moſt uſually been worſt governed. 
But, Hans, what ſhould we trouble our ſelves 
longer upon this ſubject; for I have obſerved, 
that in all this Kingdom, there are ſcarce any, but 
either ſome ill-natur'd and ill-nurtur'd Gentry, or 
elſe ome half-lcarned or halt-witted Commonal- 
ty, who will open their mouths again(t our Biſhops 
or Clergy. 
H. But, George, here's a War begun, you ſay, 
upon your KingsCredit : but where's the Money 
tocarryit on F 
G, You do not conſider, Hans, that it 1s the 
: 
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Peoples War as well as the King, and they'! never 
want money to preſerve themſelves. Can you ima- | 


gine, that when the Parliament comes together | 
again, they will not immediately take His Maje- ol 
ſtes Supply into conſideration, A Prince whoby 4 
His infinite care of the grand Intereſt of this Na- / 

tion (which Ttold you before is the Daminion of / 


the Sea) hath ſo far obliged all His Subjeds, as His L 
Majeſty hath done above and beyond His Prede- f 
cellors, who ought to have undertaken this work, 
of ſtopping the prodigious growth of the Hollan- 
derin their Reigns, when it was far more feaſible. 
H. But I hear ſome ſay, It isalmoſt impoſſible to R 
raiſe ſuch a Sum at this time. 
G. Good Hans, you will ſay theſe men are very 
ſhort-ſighted that tell you ſo, when I ſhall have 
ſhewed you, how above twomillions yearly may 
ealily be raiſed in Eng/and, without ever grieving 


the people 3 which is a piece of Policy that I learn- 
E 2 ed 
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ed in your Countrey, whenlT lived there, 

H. T pray how 1s that? 

G. Not by Land-tax, or Houſe-tax, or Hearth. 
money , or Poll-money, or by any other way 
where Money is taken from the People in the 
Lump. for that is ever very grievous unto them, as 
an 01d wiſeStates-man inHol/lund once told me,that 
they had ſeveral times found by woful experience 

H. How then ? 

G. In good faith onely by ſmall"Exciſes, and 
that firſt upon ſuch Commodities that naturally oc. 
caſon Exceſs, Luxury, Pride, Wantonneſs, [dle. 
neſs, or corruption of Mannersz as upon Wines, 
and all ſtrong Drinks; upon Sugars, Spices, Sauces, 
Raiſins,Currans.and all ſorts of Sweet meats; then 
upon all ſorts of Laces, Ribbons, Silks,and fine Li- 
nen; upon Cards, Dice, Tables; upon Coach:es, 
Sedans 3 uponall ſorts of Jewels, Fans, Feathers, 
Perywigs, Pitures, Looking-glafles, Plate, and 
Hangings. And in caſeſuchas theſe will not raiſe 
enough, then to lay a (mall Exciſe upon ſome few 
of thoſe Commodities, that are moſt generally and 
moſt conſtantly uſed ; as upon all Butchers meat, 
Bread, Butter, Cheeſe, Salt, Candles, &c. 

H. O Heer, have you all thele Commodities 
Unexciſed, and ſuffer your King to want money? 
when asalmoſt all the Kingdoms and States in £Eu- 
rope have Exciſed all of them, and as many more; 
when as in our Seven Provinces, which have not 
half fo many people as Erglard, we have for many 
years raiſed above . Sixteen hundred thouſand 
pound Sterling out of thoſe Commodities, and 
yet 
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yet noman complains, but all grow rich. 

G. I pray, Hans, do me the favour to inform me, by 
what Rules you lay your Exciſesthere: for I know, 
thatin the late long Wars with Spain, you were put to 
all the ſhifts imaginable of raiſing Moneys the moſt 
commodelſt and beſt way. 

H.It is very true, George 3 andTI remember;that once 
we wereſo put to our ſhifts, that having laid fo high 
an Exciſe as would be born upon all ſorts of Commo- 
dities, that were to be bought and (old, which 1 be- 
lieve are almoſt 200. we yet wanted money to carry 
o1the War againſt the Spaniard, who then preſſed us 
ſorez whereupon our Lords States General propoſed 
a very conſiderable ſum of money to any one who 
could invent a way to raiſe a conſiderable Standing 
Revenue, without grieving the people; and an honeſt 
Miniſter of Harlem thereupo 1 invented ( by a kind of 
inſpiration I think ) that admirable Tax of Sealed Pa- 
per, which our Adverſary ſoon made uſe of in Spain, 
and ſince many other Countreys have done the like; 
the manner of which Tax Ifhall relate to you at ſome 
other time, and will now tell you by what Rules we 
lay our Exciles, 

G, That was the thing I chiefly deſired. 

H, You muſt know then, that as Exciſes are the moſt 
equal, and leſs grievous Tax of all other, ſo the main 

rulein raiſing them is, that you may charge any Com- 
modity ſo high, as you do no way hinder the conſum- 
ption of that Commodity : as for example, Who 
would ever uſethe leſs Sugar if one peny Exciſe were 
paid out of 12 peniworth 2 Who woulduſethe fewer 
Ribbons, for 2 4, Exciſe upon every 124? Who would 
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play the leſs at Cards or Dice, if 3 d. were paidout of 
12 4? What Lady would ever forbear to wear Pear]; 
or Diamonds, or to buy Fans and Looking-glaſles, if 
4 d. were laidupon every 124? Who would forbex; 
tokeepa Coach for 5 /. Exciſe per annum? $0 if there 
were64d.'upon every ounce of Plate, who would uſe 
the leſs mn his houſe ? 

Now if theſe and ſuch like Exciſes will not ſerveto 
diſcharge the publick Debts and Expences of the 
Crown, without an Exciſe upon thoſe other more ne. 
cellary Commodiries, as Fleſh ,Butter,and Cheeſe,&c 
who would ſpend the leſs of them in his houſe, ifthere 
were laid upon every pound but a half peny, or upona 
pound of Candles a peny. 

G. But then, Hans, me-thinks that will not raiſe 
any con(iderable ſum. 

H. You cannot at firſt fight imagine what great 
ſums they would raiſe. I remember, once taking no- 
tice by chance of the great number of Candles, burnt 
in the Shops and Houſes of this your City and $ub- 
urbs of Londen, T wit!: ſome other formed ourſelves 
of the number of Families, and atlength found, that 
one peny Exciſe upon a pound of Candles, would 
amount to atleaſt eighty thouſand pounds in a year; 
and yet your Chandlers are (nfered ſometimes torai(e 
their prizes as much at their own pleaſure, and noman 
regards it. So likewiſe your Cole-mongers are per. 
mitted to raiſe their Coal!s, ſometimes 105 ina Chal- 
dron at their own pleaſure; and others to raiſe Soap 
a peny in the pound, &c., Will any one the 
grudge ſo much to be taxed upon any of thole Con- 
modities towards the publick Charges of _— 

one? 
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dom? Certainly he muſt be a malignant ill-natur'd 
Subjef that will do it. But I knowa better way then 
all theſe, in my opinion, to raiſe a very conſiderable 
ſam of money, and even pleaſurethe people thereby, 

6, In good faith, Hans, you might thereby much 
oblige our King and all His People; eſpecially art this 
time, when there is ſo great need of money to pay 
publick Debts, and to defray the vaſt Charges of our 
Naval and Land Forces, of our many Garriſons, 
Guards, &c. Charges far above and beyond any that 
His Majeſties Predeceſlors ever knew. | 

H. The way then briefly is this, We have found by 
long experience in Holland, that to ſuffer no man to 
brew his own Beer, hath this great benefit, that ever 
man may drink better and cheaper then he could pofl1- 
blydo, if he brewed it himſe)f, And Ihave been cer- 
tainly informed, that not onely the Londoners, but ado 
moſt of the Villages within ten ortwenty miles of Loy- 
don, now chooſe rather to buy their Beer of the pub- 
lick Brewers thereabouts, and pay Exciſe, then to 
trouble themſelves to brew at home, though then it 

' ſhould be free from all Exciſe. Now if there were an 

Atof Parliament for ſetting up Brew-houſes in all or 

moſt of the Market-Towns of Ergland, and that no 

place within a mile of two of thole Market-Towns 
ſhould be ſuffered to Brew their own Beer, butto take 
itof thoſe Brewers, as all our Dorps doin Holland; the 
ordinary Exciſe upon all that Beer brewed then by 
thoſe publick Brewers, would by computation amount 
to near 300000 1. a year, more then what the Exciſe of 

Beer and Ale now comes to in England. 

G,l would to God, Hans, you were able to con- 
vince 
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vince our Parliament-men of the commodionſncl; of 
Exciſes, it might be much more happy for King and 
Peop!e then other Taxes; as the laſt Subſidy, where 
the People were diſcontented in paying but ſo much - 
inthe Lump, and the King had reaſon to be more dif. 
contented that many paid not one moiety of whatthey 
ought to have paid. Butone thing more, Hans, [ 
would gladly learn of you, andrhat is, Theright way 
of Collefting Exciſes, that the Subjects may not be 
much diſturbed and abuſed, 2nd yet the King not de- 
frauded of His Due. 

H. O Yoaker George, that isa great Myſtery, and 
thereismuch Art and Prudence = uſed theren+-m 
Countrey-men onthe other ſide of the Sea were many 
years, before they could arrive to that perfection and 
skill, which they now have above all other Nations, 
This I know, that ſome Exciſes they always take in 
kind, and Collett by Officers of the State 3 others they 
always Let to Farm: But if you will learn the right 
way, you need but ſend over ſome underſtanding 
man, who ſtayingthere but (o long, as a Bill is uſually 
paſſing in both Houſes of Parliament, at his return 
will beabletoteach you in an hour,that which did coſt 
us many years Experience, with much trouble and 
pains. So my good YonkerGeorge, Adieu for thistime, 
I mult leave you. 

G, Farewell, honeſt Hans; I thank you for your 
good company, and ſhall be very glad that wema 
meet ſhortly again, and have further diſcourſeof thele 
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